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EDITORIAL 


—— 


An Analogy 


Progress in medical science has been phenomenal 
in the past few decades. To the layman this is evi- 
denced by the spectacular success of new agents, 
such as the sulfonamides, penicillin, streptomyacin 
and the like. 


But, coming before and underlying all other ad- 
vances is a clearer understanding of pathology 
itself. Pathology is simply the condition (as of an 
organ) produced by disease. 


Every medical student is now thoroughly trained 
in this basic science. He studies normal tissues in 
the gross and under the microscope. He studies the 
same tissues which have been affected by disease, 
both as they appear to the unaided eye and also 
with the microscope. The autopsy has become a 
basic source of knowledge which can be gained in 
no other way. So important is such study that ac- 
crediting agencies withhold recognition from hos- 
pitals which fail to secure a reasonable percentage 
of autopsies. 


Just one illustration. For years coronary heart 
disease was little understood. Not until pathological 
findings were correlated with the symptoms which 
had been produced by this condition did medical 
science come to a clear knowledge of the disease. 


This method of arriving at a correct understand- 
ing in medicine and surgery is axiomatic in scien- 
tific training and anything less not only is not tol- 
erated but is denounced by responsible scientific 
authorities. 


While science in the field of pathological re- 
search continues to advance we find the very anti- 
thesis in the theological world. 


Instead of focusing attention on the cause, the 
emphasis is being placed on the effect. This has 
even gone so far in some quarters that the cause 
itself is denied or explained away. 


To put it bluntly—many theologians seem to 
fail to recognize that sin is the explanation of the 
symptoms manifested in individuals, nations and 
society as a whole. 
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Sin in all of its ugliness brought about the fall 
of man and his subsequent sorrow. Sin made it 
necessary for the Son of God Himself to come into 
the world to redeem it back to Himself. Sin ne. 
cessitated Calvary. Sin brought about the world’s 
misery. Sin is the explanation of the problems men 
face today. Sin, Death and Hell go hand in hand. 
Sin in the human heart explains the revolt against 
God and His Christ. Sin explains the pride which 
makes man think he can save himself. Sin in the 
individual is the explanation of the corporate sins 
of the nation. 










Jeremiah was speaking the word of the Lord 
when he stated: “The heart is deceitful above all 
things, and desperately wicked: who can know it.” 
We can never appreciate the healing and saving 
grace of the Redeemer until we understand some- 
rane of the pathology—the sin—of the human 

eart. 









The spiritual physician can only do his work ef 
fectively when he recognizes what he is dealing 
with and the one and only cure. Denouncing sin 
has its place but this must be followed by pre 
sentation of the Lamb of God which taketh away 
the sins of the world. This is not an over 
simplification but a basic truth, common both in 
the medical and theological world. Until we recog- 
nize that against which we fight we are ineffective 
healers, either of the body or the soul. —L.N.B. 
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The Answer 


Modern psychological and psychiatric research 
into the phychoses and neuroses, so prevalent today 
and probably increasing, come again and again to 
a conclusion as to the cause which is deeply sig 
nificant. 












This basic cause, whereby an individual develops 
anti-social and other traits, is again and again lal 
to a sense of insecurity and inferiority on the pat! 
of the affected person. 







We do not question these findings. They result 
from the unfortunate environments and maladjust- 
ments to be found all about us. 






But, the Christian has a solution to offer which 
the unbelieving psychologist does not know. The 
Christian has an answer to be had in no other waJ: 
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What is security and where is it to be found? 


; Only the one who has committed his life to Jesus 


Christ, accepting Him as Saviour and Lord, has 
real security. Paul expresses this security which is 


| open to all believers when he writes: “For I know 


whom I have believed, and am persuaded that he is 
able to keep that which I have committed unto him 


§ against that day.” 


Where is the confidence which will banish a 
sense of inferiority? Read the First Psalm and re- 
joice in God. Take Job as an example and say: 


“Por I know that my redeemer liveth.” With Isaiah 


let us wait upon the Lord and renew our strength. 


| With Paul let us affirm: “I can do all things 


through Christ which strengtheneth me.” 


Christ, the only answer, is not a trite slogan— 
it is the central truth of Christianity. In Him men 
find security. In Him we become more than con- 
querors. —L.N.B. 


———<———_ 


The Unfailing 
Presence 


A Christian mother lay helpless in a_ hospital 
room. In one of those dramatic moments that 
often occur in such places the docter suddenly 
— that he must operate. No time could be 
ost. 


The patient, not yet under the influence of 
drugs, knew by the quick scurrying of doctor and 
nurses that there was grave danger. She thought 
of her husband and her family of four little boys. 
She knew she might not come back from that 


deep valley which borders on death. 






Weeks later, writing a trusted friend out of 
a splendid convalescence, she said: “In the midst 
of it all I was left alone in the room... and 
I was thrown right back on the Lord. I had had 
no medication, so I was perfectly conscious in 
facing the possibilities. I told the Lord that I 
knew I was unworthy to ask anything, but if He 
would permit it I wanted to live to bring up 
these children . . . He answered all my prayers, 
and I feel a greater responsibility to my family 
because I know the Lord must expect big things 
from me now. I am praying for strength to do His 
will in all things.” 


This sentence also stood out in the letter, “When 
one hits the very depths, it is wonderful to find 
one’s Lord there.” 


To this the saints of God agree. The psalmist 
testified long ago: “If I ascend up into heaven, 
Thou art there: If I make my bed in Sheol, be- 
hold, Thou art there. If I take the wings of the 
morning, and dwell in the uttermost parts of the 
sea; even there shall Thy hand lead me, and Thy 
right hand shall hold me” (Psalm 139:8-10, A. 
S. V.). Again we hear this testimony: “In my 
distress I cried unto Jehovah, and He answered 
me” (Psalm 120:1, A. S. V.). 


This Saving Presence is not partial. If He does 
not desert some of His children, He will not desert 
any of them. If He stands by one, He will stand 
by all. This is the pledge of His consistency. 


Are we close to that dark valley? Have we 
exhausted human resources? Are we left alone? 
here is an Unfailing Presence. In Him we may 
confide at this very moment and even forever- 
more. ——C.N.W., Tl, 


From Bedford Jail To 
Royal Opera 


John Bunyan wrote Pilgrim’s Progress in a Bed- 
ford Jail. This summer we saw his masterpiece pre- 
sented in the Royal Operahouse in Covent Garden. 
London. And a magnificent appeal it is to the over- 
flow houses to stop muck-raking and take the pil- 
grim way by the wicket gate to Mount Calvary 
where the burden of guilt rolls from off the sin- 
ner’s soul. Many go back to read again this great 
classic, and with it one might well read Bunyan’s 
Grace Abounding and The Holy War. The last 
was a great foundation for a sermon to the West 
End Sunday School last spring. 


The Calvinistic Congresses which were such an 
inspiration before the War got off to a new start 
with Prof. Ch. Aalders in Amsterdam. I was im- 
pressed by the reports of active, aggressive Cal- 
vinistic action in South Africa. An historical study 
by Prof. Hohy Kaas showed that Calvinism has 
been the seed bed of scientific development. Dis- 
avowing tradition and human rationalism in re- 
ligion, the Puritan accepted only the authority of 
observed fact in nature. 


At the port of The Hague there is perhaps the 
greatest herring fishery in the world. And as these 
fish were being pickled in barrels for shipping, the 
nets were being mended, but in this case by women. 


Traveling along the Rhine is a beautiful trip de- 
spite the uncomfortable European trains. Here was 
Munchen Gladbach that our boys captured in the 
drive on the Rhine, and the remnants of Reimagen 
Bridge. Every mountain seemed to have its 
Mediaeval castle. At Cologne we stopped under 
the shadow of its beautiful twin towered ca- 
thedral. This architectural wonder is almost in- 
tact, but Cologne is well nigh in ruins. One sees 
families living in the shells of half a room. The 
German people are reaping a dreadful retribution 
for their sins. But God is giving them a full harvest. 
Blessed be His Name, God’s grace is greater than 
our sins. He is not refusing this sunshine and rain 
to fields that were dyed with human blood. He 
is not denying food to hungry Germans. 


And we may well seek to be like Him whom we 
call our Father. A Swiss business man who fought 
as a colonel in the underground said, “Holland 
cannot continue to live beside an open grave” 
(Germany). The issue of a new currency hurt the 
black market and kelped the financial condition 
in Western Germany. —Wnm. C. R. 


—_—_—~>——— 


Moth And Flame 


Politically, the great and basal question in his- 
tory past, which our fathers settled once and for 
all, as both they and we supposed, is: Do the 
people run the government, or does the government 
run the people? Benjamin Franklin, following 
Locke and de Toqueville, gave apt illustration in 
the thought that governments are like clocks; they 
operate by the power which men give to them. 
Certainly it will be a sad day for this land and 
for mankind, when our constitution is rendered 
null and void by paternalism. How contradictory, 
how absurd, how fatal, that in the land of the free 
éwhose political edifice was the first in history 
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to be grounded in the Christian principles of 
individual freedom and responsibility) the gov- 


ernment should assume powers never intended 
for it. 


Socialistic control in England seems to have 
failed to fulfil its promises and to meet the de- 
mands of the present crises. In France, national 
control has definitely been rejected in a number 
cf instances. Leakage from Russia indicates some- 
thing less than paradisaic, under communism. Yet 
we hear that high tides of absolutism are girdling 
the globe under the pull of lunar Moscow. And 
despite all this, even Christian folk in this coun- 
try seem to be hankering after Federal control. 


In Medicine, in the Housing matter, in Edu- 
cation, Insurance, Social Security, in the Presi- 
dent’s Civil Rights platform, including the F. E. 

C., we seem to be gravitating towards ‘“State- 
ism.”’ And in the realm of religion, there are inti- 
mations that the World Council may look towards 
an ecclesiastical dictatorship over Mission per- 
sonnel and fields, with a voice also in matters 
political. Centuries of all but universal monopoly 
on the part of the Roman Church should be an 
eternal warning to men of freedom concerning the 
possibility and the danger of totalitarian ecumen- 
icity. And the saddest thing of all, for our heritage 
and hope of blessing to others, is that our own 
Church is involved in this magnetic field, contrary 
to our religious convictions and our patriotic loy- 
alties. The Federal Council’s social creed includes 
this: “Social planning and control of the credit 
and monetary system and economic processes for 
the common good,” which sounds like Socialism. 
And we are paying money to finance this same 
Federal Council, in which our Church has member- 
ship, and which is in effect, if not in fact, lobbying 
at Washington for the F.E.P.C. and the Civil 
Rights program, which, as adopted, will rob the 
states of their rights and will overthrow the in- 
tent and guarantee of the Constitution. It is not 
the “rights” that we oppose, but nationalism, so- 
cialism, governmental assumption of powers not 
rightfully its own. For the Constitution specifies 
that “powers not delegated to the U. S. by the 
Constitution, nor prohibited by it to the States, are 
reserved to the States respectively or to the peo- 
ple.” Decentralization in Church and in State is 
both democratic and Presbyterian. The Church’s 
mission is spiritual and not political. So said the 
fathers: so say we. —R.F.G. 


_——— 


What We Have 
To Tell 


Of the six thousand songs written by Fanny 
Crosby perhaps the most challenging to the Chris- 
tian is ‘“‘Rescue The Perishing.’”’ Here she sounds an 
SOS to all who know Christ to be dead in earnest 
about throwing out the life-line to the perishing. 
She reaches the heart of the matter when she 
pleads: “Tell them of Jesus the mighty to save.” 
This is the core of evangelism. 


Seven centuries before the advent of our Lord 
the evangelical prophet, Isaiah, foresaw that He 
who was to come from Edom with dyed garments 
from Bozrah, glorious in apparel, traveling in the 
greatness of His strength, and speaking righteous- 
ness would be “mighty to save.” The Coming Mes- 
siah was to be recognized by His office as a mighty 
Saviour. 


TS 


When our Redeemer appeared He proved that He 
was a mighty Saviour. He was the master of lif 
and the king of death. He was able to save unt, 
the uttermost all who came unto Him in faith, 7, 
was mighty in changing lives, and making People 
different. 


Our message to the perishing is an unchanging 
message. Each new generation must be evangelized 
and the message is the same: “Tell them of Jegys 
the mighty to save.” “He is able,” says the Epistle 
to the Hebrews. What is the nature of this ability? 
It is the ability to lift one out of sin. We must telj 
sinners that Christ is able to do this for any needy 
soul. 


Let us tell the sinner that this mighty Saviour js 
able to keep him saved. Let us assure him in the 
Saviour’s words: “And I give unto them eternal 
life; and they shall never perish, neither shall any 
man pluck them out of my hand.” Christ is able tp 
make the redeemed soul stand up to life at its 
worst and become more than a conqueror. In 4 
slippery world Christ can cause us to stand having 
done all to stand. 


John Ruskin has told us that “making Chris 
tians” is the primary purpose of the Gospel. In the 
process of “‘making Christians’’ God uses the Chris 
tian witness. The essence of this Christian witnes 
is: “Tell them of Jesus, the mighty to save.” When 
we do this faithfully we shall discover that chords 
that were broken in the human heart through sin 
will vibrate once more. Salvation is God’s busines, 
Telling about salvation is our business. Since duty 
demands that we tell the poor wanderer a Saviour 
has died, we need not quail because of human weak- 
ness aS we can be sure: “‘Strength for thy labor the 
Lord will provide.” —J.R.R. 


a 


“Reprobate Silver” 


“Thus saith the Lord, stand ye in the ways, ani 
see, and ask for the old paths, where is the gooi 
way, and walk therein, and ye shall find rest fo 
your souls. But they said, we will not walk there 
in. . . . Reprobate silver shall men call them, be 
cause the Lord hath rejected them.” Jer. 6:16-30. 


“The Lord hath rejected them”: this, only after 
they had deliberately rejected Him and His off 
and tender pleadings for the “old paths” and 
the “good way.” It’s tragedy, soul-tragedy, to know 
God’s loving call and to hear His gentle pleadings 
and still to harden our hearts in definite refusal 
Their condition in refusal and disobedience } 
pictured in the quaint, arresting phrase, “reprobate 
silver.” There is the precious metal shining forth 
and declaring its presence. Why is it called, 
“reprobate”? It is so interblended with the baser 
metals and impurities that no refiner in that da 
could separate and refine it. The precious metal’ 
intrinsic value is completely vitiated by its ur 
worthy and worthless alloys. 


“Reprobate silver” cries out to us across the 
centuries—“beware of taking things unworthy and 
unclean into the sanctuary of your soul”! It furth 
er warns—“you may take them in but you cal! 
put them out nor can you withstand their de- 
structive power.” I read somewhere the story of 


‘an explorer in Africa who loved wild animals 


and who took home to his children a beau 

tiger cub whose mother had been killed. It gre¥ 
up in his yard and was the graceful playmate of 
his children, who loved it as one wonld love } 








THE CONVERTED CATHOLIC 


wt 


THE SOUTHERN PRESBYTERIAN JOURNAL 





MAGAZINE 


a new and more attractive format 
a new subscription price—$2.00 a year 


(10 issues a year—single copies 25 cents) 


starting with the September issue 


THE CONVERTED CATHOLIC MAGAZINE gives you 
to-the-minute news of the drive of the Roman Catholic 
urch against the basic institutions of American life. 

EDITED BY FORMER CATHOLIC PRIESTS 

Don’t miss the startling article in the September issue. 

cia “Catholic Shadow-Goveemmeat in America.” 





CHRIST'S MISSION, 
756 Seventh Avenue, Dept.— 
New York 19, N. Y. 


Enclosed find $2.00 for one year’s subscription te 
GAZINE. 


THE CONVERTED CATHOLIC MA 


C) Start my subscription with the September issue. 


Name 





Please print 





8 


V7 S| 





EeE_oooooooooooo————=—— 





pet dog. One day, however, when the cub, now 
grown large and strong, was hurt in the children’s 
play, it turned upon them with all the native in- 
stinct and ferocity of a wild beast and killed one 
of the children. The human heart may take into 
its sacred life many of the baser things that are 
sordid, sinful and selfish. One can let them in but 
he cannot reverse the process. Only the precious 
sacrifice of our Lord, only His cleansing blood, 
can relieve and renew the stained and evil heart. 
Unless we hear and obey His call and find His 
power that can break the grip of reigning sin:— 
“reprobate silver,” hopelessly blended and bur- 
dened with that which destroys forever. 
—S.McPh.G. 


ee 


Homesick For 
Heaven 


_ The reason we are not ALL homesick for heaven, 
is because we have never been there. 


Our Savior had been there: heaven was His 
home. He had left the “Ivory Palaces” and had 
come on His mission of love and mercy to this 
world of sin and sorrow. 


He had not been given much of a welcome. He 
tame to a world made by Him and the world paid 
ho attention to Him. He had come to His own 
people, the ones who had been prepared for His 
coming, and they received Him not. 


He lived His life, fulfilled His mission, and now 
€ was returning to His Father. His last words 
' Upon the cross seem almost like the homesick cry 
| Of someone who is eager to get home again: 


{ . piather, into Thy hand I commit My spirit”: 


ather, I am coming home. 





There are many indications in the Gospels that 
Jesus often felt a longing to be with His Father 
once more, and how natural this was! He and His 
Father had enjoyed the closest and sweetest fel- 
lowship; they shared the glory of heaven. How 
much He talked about “My Father,” “Our Father,”’ 
“The Father,” “Your Father’! What mean those 
nights He spent in prayer, alone with His Fath- 
er? Or those times, when rising a great while 
before day, He went out to the mountain to pray? 


In His last great prayer, His Great High Priest- 
ly Prayer, He seems to be so eager to be with 
His Father again. And now, Father, glorify Thou 
Me with the glory I had with Thee before the 
foundation of the world. And then, these last words 
on the cross which seem to say, “Father, receive 
Me, I am coming home”; I have finished the 
work I came to do; it was terrible work; the cup 
was bitter, but I drank it. I am coming home; 
coming by the way of the cross and the tomb, 
but I am coming home. 


Do we ever get “homesick for Heaven’? When 
the way gets dreary and long; when the burdens 
press; when sickness and pain come; when those 
we love best depart to be with Him? 


Homesick for heaven really means, “Homesick 
for Him.” He makes heaven. When He comes to 
receive us unto Himself, He will make a new 
heaven and a new earth, filled with peace and 
righteousness and joy. 


“So I am watching quietly 
Every day. 


Whenever the sun shines brightly 
I rise and say: 


‘Surely it is the shining of His face’, 





ge 6 





And look unto the gates of His high place 
Beyond the sea, 

For I know He is coming shortly 
To summon me. 

And when a shadow falls across the window 
Of my room 

Where I am working my appointed task, 

I lift my head to watch the door, and ask 
If He is come; 

And the angel answers sweetly in my home: 

‘Only a few more shadows, 
And He will come’ ”’. (Selected). 
—J.K.P. 


——9———@ = 


An Experience In 
Soul-winning 


One of the unforgettable experiences of my 
early ministry is one which we, as a Session had 
up in Southwest Virginia, soon after World War 
No. I. 

A young man who was a member of our church 
had come back from the war, broken in health, 
and discouraged in -his Christian life. In talking 
with him we found that he had wandered away 
from his Savior amid the temptations of army 
life, that he was genuinely repentant, and wished 
to reaffirm his faith and loyalty to his Lord. So 
the Session arranged to go to his home where he 
was sick and have a service of rededication. 

He lived with an old man, his great uncle as 
we remember, for whom we had been praying a 
long time. He never seemed to be quite ready to 
accept Christ as his Savior. 

After a very simple, but very sweet service for 
the ex-soldier, the Holy Spirit seemed to say, now 
is the time to again approach this other man 
who has been like a father to him, and who is 
deeply touched with this evidence of the presence 
of the Spirit. So, on the inspiration of the mo- 
ment the pastor turned and said. “Would you not 
like to accept Christ as your own Savior today, 
and unite with the Church?” He answered at once, 
“T would.” 


So we went back rejoicing that we had seen 
strange and glorious things. A word fitly spoken, 
how good it is! Fitly spoken means above all else, 
spoken under the direction of the Holy Spirit. 
How glad we were that we heard Him speak, and 
followed His leading! —(A Pastor). 


——— 


An Experience In 


Soulwinning 
By T. P. Horger, Jr. 


One afternoon a few years ago I made a special 
visit to a fifteen-year old girl who was not a mem- 
ber of the church. As she and her mother listened 
quietly, I asked her how she liked her new Sun- 
day School teacher. Her teacher was the wife of 
the newly elected High School Superintendent. 
She said that she liked her very much. I then asked 
her some questions from the Bible and her cate- 
chism which she answered very intelligently. 


I suddenly asked her why she did not receive 
dividends from the Ford Motor Company. She re- 
plied that she had no contract with that company 
to entitle her to dividends. I asked her if she 
thought it possible for two or more persons to have 
satisfactory dealings with each other if all con- 
cerned were not agreed. She said she didn’t see 
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how that could be done. I explained that in mak 
ing a civil legal contract that “there must bea 
meeting of the minds,” as lawyers put it. But that 
in dealing with God there must also be a meeting 
of the hearts, that is of the spirits. We may re 
luctantly enter into and carry out civil contracts, 
but not so in dealing with God; our hearts must 
be in the transaction. 


I told her that God dealt with men by mean 
of covenants. He made a covenant with Adam, He 
made one with Noah, He made one or more with 
Abraham, and He made a covenant with Mose 
and the people. Then Christ came and made : 
final covenant with mankind. I explained that 
covenant is a contract or agreement between tw 
or more persons to do or not to do one or more 
specified things. 


After asking her if she understood these things, 
and hearing from her that she did, I opened 4 
Book of Church Order on pages 188, and 18) 
where are found the five questions for “sealing 
orders,” or church membership, that is on pro 
fession of faith. I asked her each of the five ques 
tions and explained them briefly with the most 
appropriate Bible passages I could find. She 
answered, “I do,’”’ to each of the questions as! 
asked them. But I noticed that in answering the 
second question, “Do you believe in the Lor 
Jesus Christ as the Son of God, and the Savio 
of sinners, and do you receive and rest upon Hin 
alone for salvation as He is offered in the Gospel?” 
she choked with emotion and could scarcely answe! 


When I had finished asking her the five ques 
tions, and hearing her affirmative replies, I said, 
“Let us pray.” She, her mother, and I knelt. | 
had scarcely spoken three sentences when the gil! 
left weeping aloud and entered an adjoining room 
I continued to pray, but did not make a low 
prayer. At the end of my prayer, the girl returned 
to the room, held my hand and smiling throug! 
her tears said: ‘That did me good, I shall join you! 


church next Sunday.” She did, and has since bee! & 


an inspiration to both old and young in that church 
and community. 


an eta te Gk fet, > feet GD 





) Sept. 1, 1948 


} General Study (Auxiliary) 





| Mak- 
bea 
it that 
eeting 
ay re- 
tracts, 
> must 


meals 
m, He 
2 with 
Moses 
ade 4 
that a 
n two 
— more 


shings, 
ned 4 
d 189 
ealing 
1 pro 
| ques: 
most 
1. She 
3 as | 
ig the 
Lord 
Savior 
n Him 
spel?”, 
nswel. 
ques 
[. said, 
nelt. | 
1e gil! 
room. 
1 long 
burned 
roug! 
1 your 


> heel 


shureh 


THE SOUTHERN PRESBYTERIAN JOURNAL 














Church Woman’s Calendar 
September 1948 


rae, Loyalty Season: September 19 - Novem- 
ber 


: September 19: Sabbath Observance Day. 


September 26—Rally Day: Theme “Build Today 
for a Better Tomorrow.” Increased attendance 
and special Rally Day Offering, named in Pres- 
byterian Program of Progress. 

— 26—October 2: Religious Education 

eek. 


} Circle Topics: “The Prophets Point the Way.” 


Suggested Bible Reading: Isaiah through Ezekiel. 
Monthly Emphasis: Religious Education. 


Topic: “Home and 
Church Working Together.” wi 


| Group Conferences in some districts will meet this 


month. 


Church Loyalty Season 
Sept. 19 - Nov. 7 
This eight weeks’ period has been set aside by 


the Assembly as Church Loyalty Season, when a 
definite effort will be made to revive the interest 


' and inactive members and to increase Church and 
» Sunday school attendance by at least 100 per 


cent over that of last year, which is the goal of the 
Presbyterian Program of Progress. Every church 


| is urged to plan for an every-member visitation 


and church loyalty campaign to enlist all of the 
people of the church in active service for Christ. 


During this season there are significant dates 
which present an opportunity for approaches in 
renewed appeals to the total membership of the 


Church. They are: 


Sabbath Observance Day, September 19, opens 
the season. In preparation for this a special invi- 
tation should be made to every church family to 


| be present and learn the plans for a Church season 


offering to all church members rich opportunities. 


Rally Day, September 26, a day of appeal for 
the fullest Sunday school attendance yet on record. 
Sunday school officers and teachers should be 


| seeking to contact all of their members in prepara- 


tion for this day. 


World-wide Communion Sunday, October 3, a 


| time for Christians to realize that they are mem- 


bers of the family of God, with all who hold faith 
in Christ as Saviour and Lord and gather about 
the table of their common Lord in witness to their 
faith and His power. 


October 4 - November 7, Home Mission Season, 
concluding with the Week of Prayer and Self- 
Denial. In this period there should be read the book 
On Our Own Doorsteps, and an opportunity given 
for groups of the church to think together con- 
cerning their responsibility to make Christ known 
in all of our Southland. In the concluding week 
of the season, special prayer services should be 
held for the cause of missions in the homeland, 
and an opportunity given for every member of the 


Woman’s Work 


Edited By Mrs. R. T. Faucette 








Church to express her love for Christ and desire 
to share in a witnessing program to all of the 
unchurched people in our sixteen southern states. 


October 24, Reformation Day, when special 
thought will be given to the faith we believe 
and teach and our responsibility to maintain our 
witness and keep alive the spirit of the great 
reformers. 


To aid in the observance of this season Church 
Loyalty Covenant Cards are available through the 
Committee on Evangelism, 36 Hunter Street, 
S. W., Atlanta 3, Georgia; a Church Loyalty 
Season folder from the Program of Progress, 804 
Henry Grady Building, Atlanta 3, Georgia; and 
Home Mission plans leaflet and prayer services 
from the Home Missions Committee, 604 Henry 
Grady Building, Atlanta 3, Georgia. This season 
has in it great opportunities for spiritual growth 
and should help the local churches to claim from 
their members fuller consecration and more ef- 
fective witness to Christ through His Church and 
through personal Christian living. 


—— 


Assembly’s Training 
School 


A check for $94,000 recently received by Presi- 
dent Henry Wade DuBose for the Assembly’s 
Training School as a Birthday gift from the Wom- 
en of the Church, will be used to erect an Ad- 
ministration Building. Work will be begun as soon 
as practicable. This building will release dormitory 
space now required for administrative purposes, 
and will enable the school to enroll and prepare 
more students to meet the Church’s increasing de- 
mand for trained workers. 


Several faculty changes for the coming session 
are announced by President DuBose. 


Miss Natalie Lancaster, who has served as Dean 
of Women in the Training School for the past 25 
years, will retire from that position on September 
lst. Miss Lancaster has rendered notable service 
and is highly esteemed in educational circles and 
throughout the Church. It is with great regret 
that the Board of Trustees has acceded to Miss 
Laneaster’s request and accepted her resignation. 
She will reside in Ashland, Virginia which has 
been her home from childhood. Prior to coming 
to the Training School, Miss Lancaster taught in 
the State Teachers College in Farmville and in 
Madison College at Harrisonburg, Va. . 


Miss Rachael Wylie, who for the past two years 
has been Associate Dean of Women in the Training 
School, will assume the Dean’s office upon Miss 
Lancaster’s retirement. Miss Wylie is widely known 
throughout the Presbyterian Church in the South 
as an outstanding Director of Religious Education 
and Student Worker. 


Rev. Wade H. Boggs, Th.D., recently elected to 
a professorship in the Assembly’s Training School, 
(Continued on Page 18) 
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The Book Of Ezra 


By Rev. Edward J. Young, Ph.D. 


This is the thirty-seventh in the series of articles in Old Testament Introduction by 
Professor Edward J. Young, Ph.D., head of the Department of He- 


brew in Westminster Theological Seminary, Philadelphia, Pa. 


The purpose of the book of Ezra is to show the 
faithfulness of God to His promises. Already over 
seventy years had passed, and the time for the 
end of the Exile had come. The Jews were yet in 
Babylon. Would they remain there forever, or would 
God in gracious and mysterious fashion intervene 
on their behalf? Some startling events had taken 
place. The great city of Babylon, the pride of 
Nebuchadnezzar, had fallen. Belshazzar, a de- 
scendant of the great Nebuchadnezzar, sat upon the 
throne. He was not a good king, nor was he a great 
king. While celebrating at a banquet, Belshazzar 
learned his fate from Daniel. That very night 
Belshazzar was slain, and Darius the Mede received 
the kingdom. 


Who was this Darius the Mede? That is a ques- 
tion which has troubled all conscientious students 
of the Word of God. Critics of the negative school 
say that there never was such a Darius, that he was 
merely a figment of the imagination of the author 
of Daniel. Such a solution, however, will not satisfy 
those who believe the Bible to be trustworthy. 
Many answers have been given as to the identity 
of Darius. Some say that he was Astyages, or 
Cambyses, or Gobryas. The present writer is un- 
able to accept any of these identifications. As a 
matter of fact, we simply do not know who Darius 
was. Does this mean then that the Bible is in 
error in mentioning this Darius? Not at all; it 
means no such thing. It is quite possible, indeed, 
it is even likely, that as archaeological science 
progresses, we may come to know the exact identity 
of this now mysterious figure. At any rate, Darius 
received the kingdom after Belshazzar was slain. 
How long Darius was upon the throne, we have 
no means of knowing. Cyrus soon became the king. 
Some scholars have suggested that the reign of 
Darius represented an experiment, an independent 
kingdom within an empire. This may be; we do not 
know. When Ezra mentions the first year of Cyrus, 
eg., In 1:1, he is evidently referring to the same 
year as the third year mentioned in Daniel 10:1. 


The grace of God and His faithfulness to His 
promises is seen in His raising up of Cyrus to be 
His servant. For, according to the prophecy of 
Isaiah, Cyrus was the servant, the anointed one 
of the Lord. He was raised up of Jehovah to per- 
form a special task, namely, to set the captives 
free and to permit them to return to their home- 
land. Hence, the book of Ezra begins with the edict 
of Cyrus, 1:1-4. There is every reason to believe 
in the genuineness of this edict. It is in the style 
of ancient edicts; indeed, proclamations of Cyrus, 
somewhat similar in nature, have been discovered 
in the cuneiform literature. Those who deny the 
historicity of this edict, as do some of the critical 
scholars of the destructive school, are really basing 
their arguments on mere subjective opinion. All 
the evidence would support the historicity of this 
edict. We should read it carefully, remembering 


ps a copy of it was also kept in the royal archives 
DiL). 


’ The Content Of Ezra 
We can best understand the book of Ezra by con- 


sidering a brief analysis of its contents. This is as 
follows: . 


I. The First Return of the Exiles, 1:1-2:70. 


_(a) Cyrus the king of Persia issues an edict, per- 
mitting the exiles to return and to build the Temple 
in Jerusalem. 1:1-4. There was a time when strong 
objection was taken against the use of a phrase such 
as Cyrus, the Persian. It was claimed that the 
designation of a man’s nationality would not be 
employed while the man was yet alive, but rather 
would be an indication that the phrase was of 
a very late date. However, this argument has been 
answered sufficiently. It is now known beyond 
doubt that the designation of a man’s nationality 
might be evidence of contemporary practice. There 
are extant other examples of this practice, and this 
fact is sufficient to refute the arguments of the 
destructive critics at this point. 


(b) 1:5-11. The response of Cyrus’ edict. Offer- 
ings are made for the project, and Cyrus restores 
the vessels of the Temple. One cannot read these 
few verses without being impressed by the greatness 
of the man Cyrus, as well as by the grace of God 
that is here at work. How many modern rulers 
would be big enough to do what Cyrus did? 


(c) 2:1-70. This entire chapter contains a list 
of the first exiles to return. These exiles had been 
taken into captivity with Nebuchadnezzar, and they 
returned to Jerusalem and to their own cities in 
Judah. The leaders were Zerubbabel and Joshua. 


II. The Restoration of the Worship of Jehovah. 
3:1-6 :22. 


(a) 3:1-3. In the seventh month the people gath- 
ered at Jerusalem and the altar of burnt offering 
was erected. The people then offered their offer- 
ings to the Lord. 


(b) 3:4-7. The offerings were renewed, and the 
Feast of Tabernacles was kept. 


(c) 3:8-18. In the second month of the second 
year of the return work was begun upon the Temple 
itself. The work was accompanied with praise and 
thanksgiving, but many of those who had seen the 
Temple of Solomon wept. 


(d) 4:1-5. Satan, as usual seeks to interfere with 
the progress of the kingdom of God. The adversaries 
of Judah and Benjamin first sought to help in the 
building of the Temple. But Zerubbabel rejected 
their help, whereupon the adversaries hired counsel- 
lors to frustrate the purpose of the returned exiles. 
This wearing out process, so typical of the un- 
imaginative Satan and his cohorts, continued all 
during the reign of Cyrus. But it also continued 
even until the reign of Darius the Persian (i.e, 
until Haggai and Zechariah prophesied). Even in 
the reign of Artaxerxes, some twenty-one years 
after the reign of Darius, 465-424 B.C., the oppo- 
sition appeared. 


(e) 4:6-24. A statement of the opposition in the 
times of Xerxes and Artaxerxes. A letter was sent 
to Artaxerxes, with the result that the work on the 
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city was brought to a stop. A similar effect was 
produced even during the days of Zerubbabel, for 
in verse 24 we read that the work on the Temple 
ceased even until the second year of Darius. 


(f) 5:1-17. The work of Haggai and Zechariah. 
These two devout prophets of God, as their own 
books record, stirred up the people to renewed 
work upon the Temple. Opposition appeared, and 
the matter was referred to Darius. Verses 6-17 
contain a copy of the letter which was sent to 
Darius. 


(g) 6:1-12. Darius searches for Cyrus’ decree, 
and himself decrees that the work on the Temple is 
to continue. 


(h) 6:18-16. The edict of Darius was obeyed, 
and on the 8rd day of Adar, in the sixth year 
of the reign of Darius, i.e., 515 B.C., the Temple 
was finished. 


(i) 6:17-22. The Temple was dedicated, and on 
the fourteenth day of the first month the Passover 
was observed, and this was followed by the Feast 
of Unleavened Bread. 


III. The Return Under Ezra. 7:1-10:44. 


(a) The book now skips over many years in 
order to introduce the reader to the events which 
are connected with Ezra in the reign of Artaxerxes. 
Ezra’s lineage is given and he is described as a 
ready scribe in the Law of Moses. In the fifth 
month of the seventh year of Artaxerxes he came 
to Jerusalem. 7:1-10. 


(b) 7:11-26. The commission which Artaxerxes 
gave to Ezra. 


(c) 7:27-28. Ezra’s blessing. 


(d) 8:1-14. A list of those who went up to 
Jerusalem with Ezra in the seventh year of Arta- 
xerxes. 


(e) 8:15-20. Ezra gathers the chiefs together 
at the river by Ahava, and there the people re- 
mained for three days. 


(f) 8:21-36. At the river of Ahava Ezra pro- 
claims a fast. On the twelfth day of the first month 
the people leave Ahava to go to Jerusalem. 


(g) 9:1-4. Ezra mourns when he learns that the 
people have not separated themselves from the 
world, but have intermarried with the inhabitants 
of the land. 


(h) 9:5-15. Ezra’s prayer. 


(i) 10:1-17. Ezra’s reform. 


(j) 10:18-44. A list of those among the priests 
who had taken strange wives. 


The Authorship Of Ezra 

There is a Jewish tradition to the effect that 
Ezra was the author of the book that bears his 
name. It is quite possible that this was the case. 
The book is very close in many respects to the 
books of Chronicles, and it is often thought that it 
was written by the same person as Chronicles. We 
proces plan to say more about this in the next 
article. 


In certain passages, for example, 7:28; 8:1, the 
first person pronoun is used, where the reference 
is obviously to Ezra. This seems to be sufficient 
evidence to show that at least these parts were 
written by Ezra. At the same time, the book bears 
a certain unity of structure which shows that it is 
the product of one mind. We may conclude there- 
fore that Ezra was the author. 


The principal reason for denying that the book 
may have been from Ezra is that there are sup- 
posed to be references to events later than Ezra’s 
time. As far as the book of Ezra is concerned 
there is really only one such bit of evidence. It is 
the phrase ‘‘Cyrus the Persian” of which we have 
already spoken. There is no reason whatsoever 
why Ezra may not have written these words. 
Hence, as far as this book is concerned, we may 
note that there is no reason for denying its au- 
thorship to Ezra. 


In the early Hebrew Bible the books of Ezra 
and Nehemiah were united and regarded as one 
work. The division into two books was not made 
in a Hebrew manuscript until 1448. In the Sep- 
tuagint also, the two books were regarded as one. 


In spirit and purpose the two books do belong 
together. They have a very important. place in 
the Divine Canon. We Christians should pay more 
attention to these books than we do. They intro- 
duce us to the period of preparation for the coming 
of Christ. They tell us how the foundations of 
Judaism were laid. Above all they remind us 
once again that even the mightiest monarchs of 
earth are but instruments in the hands of God. 


— 
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The Truth About 


Christian Science 


By Rev. J. W. Hassell, Th.D. 
Goldsboro, N. C. 


Every system of religion must be tested, not 
by its accidental accompaniments, but by its 
essential characteristics and ultimate trends. 


That there are bright spots in Christian Science 
no one who has studied the system will deny. 
The whole movement may be considered as a re- 
action against civilization’s drift toward material- 
ism. And insofar as Christian Science has made 
any contribution toward arousing the conscious- 
ness of the transcendent importance of the 
spiritual, we may truthfully consider this a bright 
spot. Moreover Christian Science has certainly 
called attention afresh to cheerfulness as an es- 
sential element of religion. Church history con- 
tains the story of important religious movements 
which identify sainthood with sadness. Such is not 
the note of the Bible whose refrain is “Rejoice in 
the Lord.” 


Nevertheless we are not to forget that these 
apparent contributions are only incidental and not 
of the very essence of Christian Science which 
must be judged according to its fundamental 
tenets, claims and tendencies. 


Despite the so called good points, the denomi- 
nations generally do not recognize Christian Sci- 
ence. Nor is the reason for this attitude to be 
assigned to bigotry or narrow skepticism. The 
general public and many Christian Scientists them- 
selves think of this sect as another Christian de- 
nomination, as the Methodist, Baptists, Presby- 
terians. Do they not have the same Bible and 
profess to believe in the same God and the same 
Christ? Do they not have churches and do they 
not meet for worship and prayer? 


Christian Science thus professes to be thor- 
oughly Christian but it is distinctly not so. The 
God of Christian Science is not the God of the 
Bible nor is their Christ the same Christ, nor is 
the Holy Spirit the same Spirit. To the Christian 
Scientist there is no forgiveness of sins nor atone- 
ment, for to him sin does not exist. Indeed Mrs. 
Eddy repudiated the whole of historical Chris- 
tianity as it has been interpreted by the Christian 
Church for 1900 years. There is not a single doc- 
trine of Christianity as interpreted by the historical 
Christian Church with which Christian Science is 
in agreement. What is this then but an antagonistic 
religion, a false philosophy of life, a spiritual 
narcotic, pleasant but fatal, luring the unthinking 
and unwary into false security and eternal ruin? 
Examine and see. 

1. God 


Look first at the God of Christian Science. No 
religion is any better than its God. Although Mrs. 
Eddy claims the God of the Scriptures, the God 
that figures in her writings is not the God of the 
Bible. A careful and unbiased study of her works 
has led every student to the conclusion that her 
theology is thorough-going pantheism. This Mrs. 
Eddy flatly denies and hurls the charge back 
against her opponents. Her ignorance of the sub- 
ject leads her to define pantheism as the theory of 

mind in matter,” or the intelligence of matter. 


But however she and her followers may label 
the theology of Christian Science the following 
quotations taken from Mrs. Eddy’s book, Science 
and Health with Key to the Scriptures, indicate 
clearly what they think of God. (All references 
are to the edition of 1908). 


Mrs. Eddy says, page 330, “God is infinite, the 
only Life, substance, Spirit, or Soul, the only in- 
telligence of the universe including man. Spirit is 
divine Principle and divine Principle is Love, and 
Love is Mind, and Mind is not both good and bad, 
for God is Mind; therefore there is in reality 
one Mind only, because there is one God.” Again 
page 113, “God is All-in-all.” “God, Spirit, being 
all, nothing is matter.” On page 109 she states, 
“Christian Science reveals incontrovertibly that 
Mind is All-in-all, that the only realities are the 
divine Mind and idea.” And on page 492, “God 
is Mind, and God is infinite; hence all is Mind.” 


The Christian Science Journal, the official organ 
of the First Church of Christ, Scientist in Boston, 
Massachusetts, issue of September, 1946, page 
434, states the case thus, “Christian Science 
teaches us that God is All-in-all, the one Princi- 
ple, cause and creator of all good, and that man, 
his effect or spiritual reflection, is co-existent and 
eternal with him.” Mrs. Eddy sums up the theology 
of Christian Science in these words, “The belief 
that man has existence or mind separate from 
God is a dying error.” (Page 42.) 


Such is the belief of Christian Scientists re- 
specting God but this is thoroughgoing and un- 
adulterated pantheism. Compare the foregoing 
statements with the pantheism of Spinoza, the 
world’s leading pantheist, as described by a modern 
writer. “God is the sole independent substance of 
the universe. Outside of God there can be no sub- 
stance. Mind and body, thought and extension are 
attributes of God and not independent of Him. 
There is nothing outside of or independent of 
God.” (Frost, “The Basic Teachings of the Great 
Philosophers,” pp 127, 128.) 


This is classic pantheism, and it exactly coin- 
cides with the doctrine of Christian Science. 


God then is the sum total of creation, all the 
parts of which are parts of him, related to “the 
All-in-all” only as the waves and spray are related 
to the ocean, ever cast up and ever falling back 
into the bosom of the great deep. 


God cannot be a person then as the Scriptures 
represent Him to be. For not once in all her long 
book does Mrs. Eddy represent God as speaking, 
or acting, or thinking, or purposing, or manifest- 
ing any characteristic distinctive of personality. 
It is true, she speaks of Him as “Love,” but she 
means the sum total of abstract affection, lifeless 
and impersonal. Her favorite word for God is 
“Divine Principle,” and she compares Him to the 
“principle of mathematics.” 


‘This then is the God of Christian Science which 
makes God to be the impersonal totality of the 
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universe, but this is also rank atheism, for where 
everything is God, it is plain there can be no real 
living and true God. 


2. Christ 


Mrs.. Eddy defines Christ as “the highest hu- 
man corporeal concept of the divine idea.” She 
denies the true deity of Jesus, saying that a 
Christian monotheist “‘recognizes that Jesus Christ 
is not God.” (p 361). She also denies the efficacy 
of the blood atonement in the following words, 
“The material blood of Jesus was no more effi- 
cacious to cleanse from sin when it was shed 
upon ‘the accursed tree’ than when it was flow- 
ing in His veins.” (p 25). And again, “One sacri- 
fice, however great, is insufficient to pay the 
debt of sin... That God’s wrath should be vented 
upon His beloved Son, is divinely unnatural. Such 
a theory is man-made.” (p. 23). 


Nor to Mrs. Eddy was there any resurrection 
from the tomb, for Jesus did not really die. His 
presence in the tomb she explains thus: “His dis- 
ciples believed Jesus to be dead while He was 
hidden in the sepulchre, whereas He was alive, 
demonstrating within the narrow tomb the power 
of Spirit to overrule mortal, material sense.” And 
again, “The lonely precincts of the tomb gave 
Jesus from His foes, a place in which to solve 
the great problem of being.” While lying there 
she states, “He met and mastered on the basis of 
Christian Science, the power of Mind over matter, 
all the claims of medicine, surgery and hygiene,”’ 
(p 44). 


How different all this from the view the true 
Christian takes of Jesus. To him the chief precious- 
ness of Christ lies in His saviorhood. Through 
Him we receive forgiveness of sin, restoration to 
the favor of God, and the gift of eternal life. 
But Christian Science denies the very existence 
of sin, and therefore the need of a Savior. Mrs. 
Eddy says, “To hold yourself superior to sin is 
true wisdom.” (p 231). “‘Man is deathless, Spiritual. 
He is above sin or frailty.” (p 266). The Chris- 
tian Science Journal, above referred to, page 439, 
says, “Soul is sinless, and in spiritual econscious- 
ness there is no unreality called evil with which 
to wrestle.” 


Thus Christian Science has taken away the Lord, 
and where have they laid Him! 


3. The Holy Spirit 


As with the other two persons of the Godhead, 
Christian Science makes a mockery of the Holy 
Spirit. Commenting on the promise of Jesus, “He 
shall give you another Comforter,” Mrs. Eddy 
says, “This Comforter, I understand to be Divine 
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Science,” (page 557), and again interpreting the 
Savior’s words concerning the Holy Spirit, she 
writes, ‘‘When the Science of Christianity appears, 
it will lead you into all truth.” (Page 271). And 
again, “John saw in those days the spiritual idea 
as the Messiah, who would baptise with the Holy 
Ghost—divine Science.” (Page 562). Such shock- 
ing statements remind us of Jesus’ definition of 
the unpardonable sin as being blasphemy against 
the Holy Ghost. 


4. Healing Claims 


Of the many claims of Christian Science, the 
one which makes the strongest appeal relates to 
the healing of sickness and disease. Christian 
Science makes many and large claims to the heal- 
ing of all sorts of diseases; some of which, they 
declare, have baffled expert medical science. 


Chapter 18 of “Science and Health,” entitled 
“Fruitage” consists of letters of testimonials 
on ga to have come from healed patients. 
here are eighty-four of the letters and these 
represent the healing of such illnesses as cancer, 
fibroid tumor, insanity and epilepsy, cataract, heart 
disease, tuberculosis, rheumatism and many others. 


All these people claim to have been healed, most 
of them instantaneously by simply reading Mrs. 
mers text book. There is not one case of failure 
noted. 


To the unthinking this is an imposing and con- 
vincing array of “facts.” But it is to be noted 
that the letters are signed only by initials, with 
no address save the city; for example, “S. L. 
Fort Worth, Texas.” Nor is there presented a 
single testimony of medical science as to the 
validity of these statements. As a modern writer 
points out they are not testimonies but testi- 
monials. “Every advertisement of a new quack 
medicine publishes the like of them.” 


Indeed the healing claims of Christian Science 
have been time and again challenged by eminent 
medical authorities to present cases of healing 
of malignant or organic diseases, and it is worthy 
of note that no offer has ever been accepted. 


To the challenge of Professor Luther Townsend 
of Boston University who publicly offered Mrs. 
Eddy $2,000 if she would restore sight to a blind 
man, she replied, ‘“‘Will the gentleman accept my 
thanks due to his generosity, for if I accept his 
bid he would se his money!” 


In 1908 Dr. Richard C. Cabot of Harvard Medi- 
cal School examined one hundred alleged cures of 
Christian Science. Admitting that a few of the 
functional disturbances were relieved by mental 
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suggestion, Dr. Cabot says, “I have not found one 
in which there was any good evidence that cancer, 
consumption, or any other organic disease had been 
arrested or banished.” 


Dr. J. M. Buckley, in the North American Re- 
view, July, 1901, testifies: “The failures of Chris- 
tian Science are innumerable. Many who have 
been vainly treated by Christian Science are now 
dead.” 


Another, a Boston physician, says, “I should 
' say I had seen about one hundred cases, in which 
the only chance for cure had been lost through 
Christian Science treatments.’”” Many of Mrs. 
Eddy’s close associates, among them John V. Ditte- 
more, former Director of the Mother Church, are 
responsible for such statements as, “Mrs. Eddy in 
her lifetime frequently herself employed physicians 
and dentists and used drugs and medicines and 
other therapeutic agencies, including morphine, 
for the relief of pain.” (Dakin, “Mrs. Eddy,” 
page 515). 


From all this it can be seen that Christian Sci- 
ence fails at the point of its strongest appeal. 


Here now is a sect claiming to be a new and 
the true interpretation of the Christian religion. 
But the facts presented above show that it is not 
so. In truth, Christian Science is not a religion 
at all, but a philosophy of life, quite closely related 
to Buddhism. It denies all the primary facts of 
life. It admits no sin, and consequently no need 
of a redeemer. All of its claims are groundless 
assumptions. It has no God, no Saviour, no Com- 
forter, and therefore no real prayer. All the facts 
of this pagan scheme ought to be held frequently 
before our people as a warning that they tamper 
with it at the peril of their eternal welfare. 


a 


The articles THE TRUTH ABOUT CHRISTIAN 
SCIENCE, by Rev. J. W. Hassell, Th.D., has been 
put into folder form. These are available at 15c 
per dozen or one dollar per hundred postpaid. 
Order from THE SOUTHERN PRESBYTERIAN 
JOURNAL, Weaverville, N. C. 
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WITHOUT DELAY 


Because of the decreasing rate of interest on 
its invested funds and the decline in the pur- 
chasing power of the annuities provided, the 
General Assembly calls on Presbyterians: “To 
add to the $3,000,000 Prior Service Fund, so 
that our retired ministers, and those soon to 
be retired, may receive more adequate pro- 
vision.” 


You plan to help your Church to meet this 
solemn obligation. Do not delay. Do it now! 


A CHECK TODAY 
A Legacy In Your Will 


Presbyterian Church In The United States 
Ministers’ Annuity Fund 


Wade H. Boggs Secretary 
Wm. H. Hopper .... Treasurer 


410 Urban Bldg. — Louisville 2, Ky. 
rer 


“FREE to any evangelical Christian Minister, 
Sunday School or Missionary Superintendent, 
one copy of “OPEN WINDOWS OF HEAVEN” 
for each family in his congregation providing he 
will agree to give a talk on TITHING before dis- 
tribution. Write stating number of leaflets de- 
sired to: TITHER, 417-SP South Hill Street, 
Los Angeles 13, California.” 
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Sabbath School Lessons 


Edited By Rev. J. Kenton Parker 


Lesson For Sept. 19: The Town 
Clerk At Ephesus (Temperance) 


Scripture: Acts 19:23-41. Devotional Reading: 
Romans 13:1-10. The town clerk at Ephesus is a 
good example of an officer of the law perform- 
ing his duty. Would that all our officers in this 
Christian” America were as diligent and faith- 
ful as this heathen Roman at Ephesus. It is good 
to find a man of this character. When the ashes 
Were removed from parts of Pompeii, soldiers 


ian found who were covered up at their post of 


_ We in this country believe in the entire separa- 
ion of Church and State, rendering to Caesar the 
things that are Caesar’s and to God: the things 
of God. The Church has its commission to go into 


all the world and preach the Gospel, making dis- 
ciples of all nations, and gathering out of the 
world a people for God’s own possession. The 
State is ordained of God to keep law and order. 


If we turn to our Devotional Reading, (Rom. 
13:1-10), we find one of the clearest discussions 
of this subject. We are to be subject to the gov- 
erning authorities. There is no such authority 
that is not ordained of God. If we resist, we 
resist Him. 


Ordinarily the “powers that be” will protect the 
good and execute wrath on the evil-doer. Justice 
is meted out as a rule. Occasionally we find that 
men in authority, as in Germany under Hitler, and 
in Russia, do not protect the innocent and punish 
the guilty, but as a rule, even in heathen lands 
there is protection. We have to make an exception 
of the many periods of persecution of Christians. 
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We are, therefore, to support the government, 
paying our taxes, and giving honor and respect 
to those who rule over us. This is hard to do when 
state officials are notoriously incompetent, and 
even corrupt, but we can at least have regard 
for their office. We have the example of Christ 
Himself, and later of Paul. 


Love is the fulfilling of the law, both in our 
relation to God and to our fellow men and the 
State. If we have real love we are not apt to 
break the laws of man or God. 


Let us now come to the specific case we have 
for our study today: the town clerk at Ephesus 
dealing very effectively with an angry mob. There 
is not so much told us, but the lessons are im- 
portant. 


I. The Circumstances Leading up to the “Riot.” 
Acts 19:1-21. Paul came to Ephesus and remained 
for some two years and six months, doing one of 
the best pieces of work. 


First, he instructed the disciples as to the bap- 
tism of the Holy Spirit and they receive this gift 
and speak with tongues and prophesy as at Pente- 
cost and at Cornelius’ house. This was one of the 
“signs” given to the early church when there 
was need for miracles and signs. There are cer- 
tain periods in the history of God’s people and the 
Church when these ‘credentials’ were necessary. 
We do not find these special manifestations of 
God’s power except when there are good reasons 
for them. He can perform miracles at any time, 
and His miracles of Grace, and of Nature, are 
being performed every day. Those who want 
constant “‘signs’” are as unreasonable as the Jews 
of Jesus’ day. He worked all manner of miracles 
and they demanded more. 


Paul then argues and pleads in the synagogue 
for six months, but when some were stubborn 
and disbelieving, speaking evil of ‘The Way,” he 
withdrew and entered the hall of Tyrannus where 
he preached for two years longer so that all the 
residents of Asia heard the word of the Lord, both 
Jews and Greeks. 


God also did extraordinary miracles by the hands 
of Paul and many sick people were cured. So 
mightily did the Word of God prevail that books 
of magic to the value of 30,000 pieces of silver 
were brought and publicly burned. (Would not 
some bonfires of bad books be a good thing in 
our time?) 


II. The Mob Gathers: Acts 19:23-28. 


1. The Instigator of the Riot: Demetrius, the 
Silversmith. 


This man was a maker of silver shrines for 
Artemis, (Diana). He gathered together all the 
workmen of like occupation and made a speech 
to them. It is much like the speeches of pro- 
fessional agitators of all ages. Two things are very 
plain: (1) that his main objection to Paul’s work 
was the fact that it was destroying his business, 
for when the Ephesians turned to Christ, the: 
turned away, of course, from heathen idols, and 
bought no more “shrines.”” Then he very subtly 
added something which would lead others to join 
with them, namely, that the temple of Artemis 
would count for nothing, and that her worship 
would be neglected. He appealed to (1) business 
interests, and (2) to religious feelings; two strong 
motives. 
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Wanted Immediately: Three Short-Term 
Teachers For Kinjo College In Japan 






One Man Teacher 


Two Lady Teachers 


English language and literature, possibly his- 
tory and related subjects in English. 


Master’s Degree necessary 
Work begins in April, 1949 


For further details communicate at once with 


Dr. Richard T. Gillespie 
P. O. Box 330 Nashville 1, Tenn. 
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2. This speech had its desired effect. It en- 
raged the crowd and they began to shout, “Great 
is Diana of the Ephesians.” This formed the necleus 
for a mob of citizens from the whole city which 
now is in confusion, some crying one thing, and 
some another, most of them not knowing what it 
was all about. Is not this the case with most mobs’ 
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Alexander was put forward to try to make 
some sort of defense, but when they saw thai 
he was a Jew they began to shout their slogan and 
continued for two hours. Mob psychology is 3 
strange thing; crowds like this will lynch an inno- 
cent man, destroy property, and commit acts 
which people in their right minds would not think 
of committing. 


III. The Town Clerk Quiets the Mob: 35-41. The 
very fact that he could and did quiet such a riot 
speaks well for this officer of the law. It is not 
everyone who can handle an excited mob as he 
handled this one. So we are led to believe that he 
was an able and respected officer, very different 
from some Roman officials. Pilate could have 
taken lessons from this town clerk. 


















First of all he gets them quiet. This is not an 
easy thing to do, as a rule, but there is nothing 
to be done with an excited, shouting bunch of 
people. They either respected him or the Roma 
authority backing him, probably both. Sometime: 
our police have a great deal of trouble with mobs, 
but if you can get them to listen, then there } 
hope of appealing to their reason. 








He then tactfully calms their fears in regarl 
to their religion, and their goddess. He rathe 
makes light of the influence of this new teaching. 
a he believed this or not, it soothed the 
crowd. 








Then he appeals to reason, their sense of justice 
and fair play. These men are not sacreligious, 0! 
blasphemers of Artemis. They had not been violet! 
or tried to arouse the passions of men. If Deme 
trius and the craftsmen have any just complaill, 
let them take the matter to law—“the courts alt 
open,” and everything can be settled in an orderly 
way. 


Lastly, he appeals to their fear of Roman al 



















thority. We are in danger of being called in ques F 
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tion, for there is no cause for this commotion. 
Rioting was no light offence in the eyes of the 
Roman government. The best way is to nip them 
in the bud, before they become more serious. 


When he had said all this, he dismissed the as- 
sembly. 


We have in all this a splendid example of “the 
majesty of the Roman law” when administered 
by competent officers. If Pilate had been this 
sort of man, he might have dismissed the mob 
which was crying “Crucify Him, Crucify Him” and 
gone down in history as a strong and fearless 
governor. 


The town clerk of Ephesus was a good man in 
his place, whoever appointed him, or however 
he obtained his position. He would put many of 
our officers to shame. 


The lesson for us in a country where we elect 
most of our rulers, and have an influence even 
where they are appointed, is very plain and very 
important. We should ourselves respect the law, 
and see to it that we have those in authority 
who will fearlessly and impartially administer 
our laws. The main reason that Prohibition was 
a failure, was because the law was not enforced, 
and oftentimes officers were in sympathy with 
the lawbreakers, or even bribed by them. Our 
lawlessness today is a dangerous sign of our 
national decay. 

—_—_—_—__ 


Lesson For Sept. 26: Eunice - Lois 
And Timothy A Religious Family 


Scripture: Acts 16:1-5; 17:13-15; I Corinthians 
4:14-21; 16:10-11; Philipians 2:19; I Thessalonians 
3:1-10; II Timothy 1:3-14; 3:14-15. Devotional 
Reading: Psalms 119:129-136. 

“The entrance of thy words giveth light’: so 
our Deotional Reading taken from the 119 Psalm, 
tells us. In our lesson today we have a concrete 
example of the truth of this statement. We see 
In the life of young Timothy how the Word of 
God made him “wise unto salvation” and fully 
Woe him for his work as a minister of the 

ord. 


We have (1) Timothy as a child, learning the 
Scriptures, (2) Believing in Christ as personal 
Savior, (3) Preaching the Gospel. Is not this the 
Way most of our preachers are made in our day, 
a8 in Timothy’s? First, a Christian home, then a 
definite decision for Christ, then a Call to the 
ministry. If we had more homes where this was 
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A well-known Christian organization needs four or five 
field representatives at once. Men with business experience 
who have been active in Christian work, or pastors with 
previous business experience will in this work find a field 
that will challenge them. Applicants must own a good car, 

be between 30 and 50 years of age, and in good health. 
Write: Box SJ-1409, Southern Presbyterian Journal, Weaver- 
ville, North Carolina. 
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BELHAVEN COLLEGE 


Jackson ... Mississippi 


A modern, accredited college for young women which 
places emphasis on the fundamentals in education, 
maintains the highest scholastic standards, makes use 
of modern methods, and recognizes the value of voca- 
tional training. 


These advantages are offered under the finest spiritual 
and cultural influences and at moderate cost. Discrimi- 
nating parents should investigate Belhaven. 


Write: G. T. Gillespie, President. 
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the accepted “way of life,” would we not have 
more preachers? 


May we take the liberty of changing the order 
of our Scripture references so that we can 
begin with 


I. Timothy, the Child, learning the Scriptures: 
II Tim. 3:14-15; 1:3-14. Paul, in the preceding 
verses has been painting a dark picture of the 
“last days.”’ He says that evil men and seducers 
shall wax worse and worse, deceiving, and being 
deceived. He starts the 14th verse with one of his 
characteristic ““Buts”’: “But as for you, continue in 
what you have learned and have firmly believed, 
knowing from whom you have learned it.” ete. 


He has already sketched a beautiful scene for 
us in II Tim. 1:5. It is the picture of a mother, 
a grandmother, and a baby, and a Book, and the 
baby is learning his letters from the Bible. Is not 
that picture reproduced in thousands of Christian 
homes, with some variations, the hope of this dark 
world of sin? Can you improve on this as a system 
of education? Are we making progress in the field 
of knowledge when we refuse to have the Bible 
in our schools, or are we retrograding? We are in- 
deed “straining at a gnat and swallowing a camel” 
when in the name of separation of state and church 
we take the Bible from the public school and allow 
textbooks which are atheistic in tone and contents 
to be studied by our boys and girls. We are great 
today because many of our children, like Timothy, 
learned their letters from the Bible. 


Paul tells Timothy that these “sacred writings” 
which he learned to love as a child are able to 
make him “wise unto salvation.” This is the most 
essential wisdom for any man to obtain. Much of 
the wisdom of the world is only for time, and 
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not for eternitpcgdhas nothing to do with sal- 
vation; sometimes 1 even hardens or distracts our 
minds so that we never become wise with the wis- 
dom from above. Many of those in the world while 
professing to be wise, are in reality “fools.” Some 
of the so-called wisdom of this world is “earthly, 
sensual, devilish,” as James tells us. This is why we 
have so many “smart” criminals; well-educated 
men who have no moral or spiritual understanding. 
And this also explains why we’have so many sub- 
versive and dangerous doctrines in our country. 
Satan himself has plenty of “brains.” 


The only Book that is thoroughly qualified to 
fit us for life—both here, and hereafter—is God’s 
Book. “‘Bring me the Book,” said the dying Walter 
Scott to his brother-in-law. ‘‘What Book,” he re- 
plied. “There is but one Book,” said the great 
writer. The Bible equips us to live, because it is 
“living and active” itself, being inspired by the 
Living God. It leads us to faith in Him Who alone 
can save us—the Lord Jesus Christ. 


So the career of Timothy began in a home 
where there was genuine faith in the hearts of a 
mother and grandmother who taught the child to 
love the Scripture. Tell me how many such homes 
we have today, and I will tell you the future of 
our nation. 


II. Timothy, the Disciple: Acts 16:1-5; I Cor. 
4:17. 


“A disciple was there named Timothy—He was 
well spoken of by the brethren.” ““My beloved and 
faithful child in the Lord.” 


“Tt was probably when Paul first visited that 
section in Asia that Timothy was converted to 
Christianity. The apostle calls Timothy his ‘true 
son in the faith.’’’ (Analytical Bible). 


We can easily see why Timothy so readily and 
heartily turned to Christ. His knowledge of the 
Old Testament, and its many prophesies about 
the coming Messiah prepared his heart for the 
acceptance of the truth when presented to him 
by Paul. 


Our knowledge of the written Word always 
leads, under the guiding hand of the Holy Spirit, 
to knowledge of the Living Word, for He is the 
center of its revelation. Mere knowledge of the 
Scripture is not enough: we must commit our- 
selves in a personal way to the Savior: “these are 
written that ye might believe.” The Law—and we 
would take this in its broad sense—is our school- 
master to bring us to Christ,” that we may be 
saved by grace. 


Religious, or Christian, Education, without a 
definite decision for Christ, is not salvation: sal- 
vation comes through faith in Christ. It is a new 
birth. The new birth comes, as John tells us, 
when we “believe on the Lord Jesus Christ. Sure- 
ly, we need no proof of this. The Scribes and 
Pharisees, knew the Scriptures, but they hated 
Christ, and their unbelief shut them out of the 
Kingdom. There are many in our day who know a 
good deal about the Bible, but who have never 
received eternal life by believing on His Name. 


Let us never substitute the preparation of the 
heart by Bible Study for the personal acceptance 
of Christ. Timothy learned the “Sacred Writings’ 
from his mother and grandmother, but neither he, 
nor they, were saved, until they became “believ- 
ers.””’ Timothy was born, so to speak, with the 
Bible in his lap, but he was not “born again”’ 
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until he heard the Old, Old Story from the lips 
of Paul, and gave himself to Christ. May we, as 
Sabbath School teachers, remember this, and neve; 
be satisfied until our teaching leads to personal 
commitment to the Savior. 


III. Timothy the Preacher: Acts 16:1-6, and the 
other references: there is much material. May we 
quote a few broken sentences. 


“Paul wanted Timothy to accompany him”: “| 
hope—to send Timothy to you—he has served 
with me in the Gospel’: “Our brother and God's 
servant in the Gospel of Christ” (I Thes. 3:2. 
“Rekindle the gift of God that is within you 
through the laying on of my hands; for God did 
not give us a spirit of timidity but a spirit of 
power and love and self-control”? (II Tim. 1:6-7) 
“Continue in what you have learned and have 
firmly believed (II Tim. 3:14) “I have no one 
like him” (Phil. 2:20) (R.S.V.). 


What may we learn about Timothy from these 
and other pdssages? 


1. Timothy was definitely called to the Gospel 
ministry. The call seems to have come through 
Paul, the inspired apostle, who saw in this young 
man promising material. Would it not be wise for 
older ministers to look around and see under the 
guidance of the Holy Spirit, those whom we should 
seek to lead to this sort of service? 


2. Timothy was ordained by Paul and received 
the gift of the Spirit. The laying on of the hands 
was a prominent part of his preparation. We 
believe men ought to be ordained; set apart. 


3. Timothy was well-trained. We do not know 
that he ever went to a “Seminary,” for there were 
none, but he was the assistant and companion of 
the greatest preacher of his time, or of any time, 
perhaps. Paul was a whole Theological Seminary 
in himself, and could teach all the courses: he 
knew his Bible; he knew Christ; he was a great 
Theologian, a great Pastor, a great Missionary. 
All we have to do is to read his masterly letters 
to know that this is true. We believe in a well 
trained Gospel ministry, and no one was better 
trained than Timothy with the exception of those 
who sat at Jesus’ feet and listened to the Matech- 
less Teacher Himself. 


4. Timothy had to “endure hardness.” (Develop 
this for yourself). 

_5. Timothy was faithful: “I have no one like 
him,” is commendation indeed from a man like 


Paul. We need some “Timothies” in the Chureh 
today. 
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Young People’s Department 


Edited By Rev. W. G. Foster 


Vesper Topics For September 
Sept. 19: All Hands On Deck 


Introduction 


The last two programs of this month of Sep- 
tember are designed to plan the work of the group 
for the fall and winter and have to do largely 
with matters of organization and the responsi- 
bilities of each commission of the group. “Pres- 
byterian Youth” presents these routine matters 
in a new and novel way that will help get the 
point over without being obviously run of the 
mine. It would be a good idea, though, to work a 
Scripture Lesson study into the program some- 
where because all of our organization is set up 
to channel intelligently and effectively our spiritual 
energies into areas of life and service, and our 
spiritual energies will be lacking if we forget 
the Word of God and our channels of service may 
go wrong if we separate them from the Word 
of God. Let us then work in some such Scripture 
lesson as the following. 


SCRIPTURE LESSON 
Romans 12:1-2 


If we are going to do our duty for God and 
faithfully perform any duties asked of us it will 
require sacrifices, we will have to put out effort 
and refrain from doing some things that we might 
want to do. But sacrifice is heart of the Christian 
faith and life, and that heart is unfolded here in 
these two verses. 


1. Sacrifice was made for us. By the mercies 
of God. (a) Where? I Peter 2:21-24. (b) Why? 
1 Peter 2:25; Rom. 3:23; Eph. 2:1-2. (c) For 
what? Gal. 1:4; John 3:16. 


We are in the church today simply because God 
so loved us while we were dead in sins and living 
day by day in sin that He made the supreme sacri- 
fice, He gave His only Son to die on the tree, 
and now we have life abundant and life everlast- 
ing solely because sacrifice was made for us. 


2. Sacrifice is asked of us: Present your bodies 
a living sacrifice. (a) What? A living sacrifice, 
that is day by day we sacrifice what we want to 
do in order to do what Christ wants done. We 
live day by day in the spirit of Gethsemane: “Thy 
will not mine be done.” (b) How? When Saul of 
Tarsus first met the living Christ on the Da- 
mascus road he said “Who art Thou, Lord?” When 
he knew that it was Jesus, the crucified and now 
risen Savior, he received Him and Saul was con- 
verted, he belonged to the people of God. But 
next he asked “What wilt Thou have me to do?” 

€ presented himself to Christ for service by a 
efinite act of surrender. We who have been 
converted all too often drift and do just that 
Which is asked of us. We need to present ourselves 
to Christ for service and witness wherever He 
Says by a definite act of surrender and presen- 
tation. (c) Why? This is our reasonable service. 
f Christ gave His all for me in sacrfice that I 
might have abundant life now and everlasting life 

ereafter, then I am not my own, I have been 
bought by Christ, I belong to Him; therefore the 


only reasonable and honest thing I can do is give 
my all to Him. 


3. Sacrifice alone will make us what we must be. 
(a) We can only become like Christ and unlike the 
world as we present our bodies—Be not conformed. 
Be ye transformed. (b) We can only find what the 
will of God is and live by it as we present our 
bodies—prove what the will of God is. 


Suggestions 


Let the program open with a study of this 
passage of Scripture in order that the group may 
each do business with God and see the greatness 
of the Church, in that it is the creation of Christ 
Himself by the blood of Calvary, that each may 
see the tremendous importance of the work the 
church is doing, and then is the time to call for 
all hands to be on deck for service through the 
organization. 


— 


Sept. 26: 1/4 P3 Equals $500,000 


Introduction 


The topic for tonight needs a lot of explaining 
to make sense, but it makes real sense in terms 
of service when we break it down. Let us have a 
word of explanation about the symbols. 


P stands for the Presbyterian Program of 
Progress. Religious Education is one of the four 
agencies of our church that will receive benefits 
financially from the Program of Progress. The 
goal for this offering is $500,000. Our topic then 
means that the Religious Education Committee 
hopes to get $500,000 out of the special Program 
of Progress offering for this cause. 


When we examine to see how the Religious 
Education Committee plans to spend that money 
we find that they have plans for a program of 
exparsion in the field of Visual Education. This 
is the latest thing in the church today, for during 
the war our government found that men could be 
taught much quicker and much better by means 
of moving pictures and film strips. Thus the 
church is taking over in order to use the eye gate 
as well as the ear gate. 


But this is no new thing with God. God has 
been using visual education ever since the day 
He began to reveal His plan and purpose for man’s 
redemption. Let us take a running look tonight 
at some of the visual education methods God has 
used, in order to stimulate our interest in carrying 
further God’s method in our use of modern tech- 
niques of visual education. 


SCRIPTURE LESSON 


1. The Tabernacle: A pattern of the heavenly 
things. Hebrews 9:1-7, 23. The religious life of 
Israel before the days of the Temple centered in 
the Tabernacle. From the New Testament we 
learn that God intended this to be an object 
lesson, a visible pattern of the invisible realities 
of spiritual truth. 


2. The Parable: Stories of things that can be 
seen. 2 Samuel 12:1-7. Many of the writers of 
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Scripture, and preeniinently our Lord, used par- 
ables to reveal the will of God. Parables were 
simple stories about familiar objects that would 
serve as windows through which we can see God’s 
truth. 


3. The History of Israel: God guided the nation- 
al experiences of Israel so that they would illus- 
trate truth. 1 Cor. 10:1-6. Most all of the events 
of the history of Israel were used by God as 
visual object lessons of how God deals with men. 


4. The Behavior of Nature: The things that 
happen in our world reveal God at work. Joel 1:1-5. 
God rules in His world and many of the upheavals 
of nature become visual messages to the people 
of God. For example Joel uses a locust plague as a 
message of judgment from God. 


5. The Acted-Out Sermon: Often a_ prophet 
would perform an act that would have symbolic 


—<— 


significance. Zech. 11:11-14. Often the Old Testa. 
ment prophets would do some unusual thing to gj. 
tract attention, and then in explaining their actioy 
would get across a message from God. For ey. 
ample, Zecariah bound his two staves together 
then broke them to illustrate the break betwee 
Judah and Israel. 










Program Outline 
Hymn: Love Divine All Loves Excelling. 
Scripture Lesson: Acts 1:1-9. 
Evening Prayer. 
Leader’s Introduction (Above). 
Scriptural Illustrations of Visual Aids (above), 
Hymn: Open My Eyes That I May See. 
Visual Aids (See Presbyterian Youth). 
Hymn: So Let Our Lips and Lives Express. 
Closing Prayer. 


















ASSEMBLY’S TRAINING SCHOOL 

(Continued from Page 7) 
will join the faculty at the opening of the next 
regular session in September. Dr. Boggs. a grad- 
uate of Davidson College, holds a master’s degree 
from the University of Richmond, and from Union 
Theological Seminary the B.D.. Th.M., and Th.D. 
degrees. For the past few years Dr. Boggs has 
been professor of Bible in Queens College, Char- 
lotte, North Carolina. 


Mrs. L. C. Majors of Fort Worth. Tex., for- 
merly Regional Director of Religious Education for 
the Synods of Texas and Oklahoma, will come 
to Richmond in September to serve during the next 
session as Director of Field Work in the Assembly’s 
Training School. Mrs. Majors brings to her work 
at the Training School a wealth of experience 
that will be of much practical value to the stu- 
dents she will guide in field work. 





Youth For Christ Rally 


By Carrie Coffin Getaz 


The visitor in New York who thinks the people 
here are interested mostly in things of the world 
should have been at the Yankee Stadium on June 
19, 1948, when the local ‘Youth for Christ” group 
held its eighth annual rally. 


It had rained every day for weeks. The forecast 
was for more rain. Many of us had prayed earnest- 
ly that we might have a clear night. Soon after 
noon the clouds disappeared and the sun shone 
in all its glory. The meeting was to be held, rain 
or shine. 


At two o’clock the choir of more than 3,000 
voices gathered for their one rehearsal. 


At six o’clock the gates were opened. By six- 
thirty 25,000 people were seated. The band of 
forty pieces with Norman Clayton at the organ, 
Robert Post and Harry Bollhack at pianos, and 
the Evangel Trumpet Trio from Toronto, Canada 
began to play hymns. 


At six-fifty the leader, Jack Wyrtzen, wel- 
comed the crowd that was still pouring into the 
stadium, and we began to sing. 


Seventeen people were asked to give their testi- 








mony. A business man from Philadelphia; Gill 
Dodds, the world champion runner; a Japanese 
student at Columbia University who had found 
Christ as his personal Savior since Christmas (he 
was reared a Buddhist); a Chinese student here 
in college; and girls and boys from several walks 
of life gave stirring testimonies. 









Jack Wyrtzen preached a good, evangelistic 
sermon, then asked all who were not Christians 
to raise their hands. There were approximately 
1,000 personal workers assigned to special places 
in the stadium; each worker had a packet of de- 
cision cards and gospels of John. 










The speakers platform was in the center of the 
field. The ball diamond was covered with canvas. 
The field looked like luscious green velvet. The 
flood lights were all on. The speaker said, “We 
have permission to walk on the grass. Is there any 
one here who wishes to confess his or her faith 
in Christ as Savior, for the first time? If so, will 
you please come out to the platform.” 










The choir began to sing; slowly a few crossed 
the field. It seemed at first that only a few were 
interested. The personal workers got busy. The 
Holy Spirit was at work in the hearts of old and 
young alike, soon the number was at flood tide. 







The preacher explained that the desire of the 
group was for this not to be just an emotional 
experience. He begged each one to join the Church 
of his own choice, and assured them that prayer 
would ascend to the throne of Grace in their 
behalf. 


It was 10:20 P.M. It was thrilling to see these 
new-born Christians walking across the green field, 
most of them accompanied by a personal worker. 












“How can I close the invitation when so many 
are still coming?” Mr. Wyrtzen asked. So we con 
tinued to sing and pray until 1,100 had signed de- 
cision cards. 






Finally the benediction was pronounced and we 
left this triumphant meeting with songs of praise 
in our hearts. 






Special buses were waiting for delegations from 
distant places. The clouds were heavy, but 0 
rain! We boarded a subway at 16ist Street, and 
when we reached 68th Street it was raining % 
hard we had to get a taxi to keep from being 
drenched. 
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STANDARD’S 


THROUGH THE BIBLE 
Graded Course for Juniors 


READY FOR 
OCTOBER, 


first quarter of first 
year, Standard’s Graded 
Series for children now 
completely revised ... 
Nursery, Beginner, Pri- 
mary, Junior, 


LEFT TO RIGHT: 

Classroom Helps Packet, 75¢ 
Teacher’s Quarterly, 45¢ 
Pupil’s Workbook, 25¢ 


with “decision.” 


Genesis to Revelation in 3 years 
True io the Bible throughout 


Featuring latest teaching 
methods 


Well planned, expertly written 
Makes Bible Study a real 


pleasure 


Through entire Bible in 3 years; half Old Testa- 
ment; latter half is New Testament right when the Junior is faced 
Newest and best course; what thousands of 
teachers have wanted. Investigate and compare! 


Evangelistic; aimed at winning 
Juniors for Christ and Church 


Abundant teaching help, plus 
big new Classroom Helps Packet 


Pupil’s fascinating workbook 
style quarterly in two colors 


Attractively printed, mostly color 


Reasonable in price 





interested. 


Samples on request: New Junior Graded (in prospectus 
form), or other Standard Graded courses. Send your name, 
address and name of church; stating department in which 


THE STANDARD PUBLISHING CO. 20 East Central Pkwy; Cincinnati 10, Ohio 





_ Psalm 126:3, “The Lord hath done great things 
for us whereof we are glad.” 


The Lord shows Himself powerful in behalf of 
those whose hearts are perfect toward Him. 


“The Spirit Of God Is Moving” 


Snedecor Memorial Synod has a Director of 
Religious Education the Rev. L. W. Bottoms, for- 
merly pastor of Grace Presbyterian Church, Louis- 
Ville, Kentucky. Mr. Bottoms is a member of Louis- 


ville Presbytery and has been blessed both in the 
pastorate and in this regional work which has 
been done more recently. 


_ A few weeks ago he wrote in response to an 
inquiry, “The spirit of God is moving in certain 
sections of the Presbyterian Church in such a way 
that individuals are becoming concerned over the 
fact that the Church has not done enough in the 
Negro work. 


“In the East Hanover Presbytery some work 
had been done at the 17th Street Mission, but in 
light of the fact that enough had not been done, 
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this survey was made in the Barton Heights area 
of Richmond. 


“The East Hanover Presbytery has given the 
green light to the Committee to raise the neces- 
sary funds for starting the work. According to a 
letter from Dr. Carmichael, who is the chairman 
of the Committee, they are now beginning steps 
in this direction.” 


Is This A Forgotten Word? 


Did you know that The Book of Church Order, 
in Paragraphs 315, 316 and 317, states specifically 
how church members should assemble for divine 
worship, and the behaviour expected of them dur- 
ing such services? 


“Let the people be careful to assemble at the 
appointed time, that all being present at the be- 
ginning they may unite with one heart in all the 
parts of public worship, and let none unnecessarily 
depart until after the blessing be pronounced. 


“Let the people upon entering the church take 
their seats in a decent, grave, and reverent man- 
ner, and engage in silent prayer for a blessing 
upon themselves, the minister, and all present, 
- yee as those who are detained from the House 
oO od. 


“All who attend public worship are expected 
to be present in a spirit of reverence and godly 
fear, forbearing to engage in any conduct unbe- 
coming to the place and occasion. It is highly 
important that children should be with their par- 
ents, that the members of a family should sit to- 
gether in the House of God.” 


Church News 


News Of Former Missionaries And 
Children Of Missionaries 


Among the children of missionaries working in 
Montreat this summer are: Elizabeth and Katherina 
Womeldorf, Betty and Kenneth Boyer, Eleanor 
Bridgman, Robert Montgomery, Edgar Richardson, 
Richard McElroy, Sallie McElroy, Tom Cleveland, 
Margurite and John Watt, Charles Grissett, David 
Taylor, Clayton Bell, Dick Longenecker, Hugh Far- 
rior, Virginia Neville, Jack Crawford, Don Swicord, 
Betty Ann Smith, and Hugh Miller. 


Miss Lily Woods, formerly of the China Mission, 
is a matron at The Mountain Orphanage, Black 
Mountain. 


John Farrior has recently gone to China in the 
Consular Service. 

















Agnes Lacy Harnsberger has been in training at 
Presbyterian Hospital in New York. 


Virginia Bell is teaching in Montreat. 


James Nelson Montgomery is an electrical engi- 
neer with the Westinghouse Corporation in Balti- 
more, Md 

Dr. Johnnie Miller is resident at the Grace Hos- 
pital in Banner Elk. He and Mrs. Miller, the for- 
mer Aurie Montgomery, are appointees for Africa. 


Dr. Norman Patterson is practicing surgery in 
Bristol, Va.-Tenn. 


Dr. John Reed is surgeon with the McGuire 
Clinic, Richmond, Va. 











AND TABLES 
IN STEEL OR WOOD 
WRITE FOR CATALOG 


\ J.P. REDINGTON & CO. 
DEPT. R -2 SCRANTON 2, PENNA 

























Dr. James B. Woods, Jr., is college physician gt 
Davidson, N. C. 

Dr. Kenneth Gieser is ophthalmologist, practie. 
ing at Wheaton, Ill. 

Dr. Kirk Moseley is Professor of Epidemeology 
at Tulane Medical School. 

Dr. L. Nelson Bell is practicing surgery in Ashe. 
ville, N. C. 

Dr. R. M. Wilson has returned from Korea. He 
says he is retiring, but we have our doubts. He is 
too young and too able. 


Miss Lina Bradley is with The Southern Presby. 
terian Journal. 


Dr. Robert King, Sr., and Dr. Tinsley Smith are 
back from Africa on furlough. 


Dr. Robert King, Jr., is public health officer for 
three counties with headquarters at Boone, N. C. 

Dr. Frank Crawford is practicing surgery at 
Farmville, Va. 

Dr. E. W. Buckingham is practicing in Newport 
News, Va. 

Dr. Caspar Woodbridge is practicing E.E.N.T. in 
Middlesboro, Ky. 

Dr. Nettie Grier is practicing in Montreat, N. C. 
Dr. Loyd Boggs is a surgeon in Birmingham, Ala. 

Dr. McLean Rogers is a surgeon in Marion, Va. 
Dr. William Hollister is a surgeon in Newbern, N. C. 

Note: Former missionaries and those in the field 
are anxious for news such as the above. Please 
supply us with items and we will continue this de- 
partment. —Editor. 


MONTREAT COLLEGE 


Dr. J. Rupert McGregor, president of Montreat 
College, announced two appointments to the fac- 
ulty of the college today. Miss Lucile DuBose, 
sister of Dr. Henry Wade DuBose, president of the 
Assembly’s Training School, Richmond, Va., will 
become dean of women when the college opens this 
fall. At the same time, Miss Carolyn Fields, Lamar, 
S. C., will become head librarian. 

—— 





Central Mississippi Presbytery. 


The Summer Session of Central Mississippi Pres 
bytery met in the beautiful new building of the 
Itta Bena Presbyterian Church on July 20, 1948 
After the sermon by the retiring moderator, Rev. 
John P. Simmons, the new Moderator elected was 
Rev. John R. Smith. Rev. Walter F. Hall was re 
ceived from the Presbytery of Suwannee and ar- 
rangements were made for his installation as pastor 
of the Indianola Church. Rev. R. G. Valentine 
was dismissed to the Presbytery of Mississippi to 
become pastor of the Hazelhurst Church. Mr. § 
L. McCullouch was examined and licensed to preach 
and arrangements were made for a commission 
to ordain and install him as pastor of the Durant, 
Pickens and Goodman churches. Presbytery ad- 
journed to meet in the Philadelphia Church 19 
October, 1948. 


—Dwyn M. Mounger, Stated Clerk. 
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Breaking all records! A BIG book... 
448 selections ... stately hymns, endur- 
ing gospel songs for every service of 
ee ee 
School. It is a spiritual “must''! Why not 
investigate for YOUR CHURCH? 


SSeS See See See eae = + 
Rodeheaver Hall-Mack Co., 

Sacred Music Publishers 1 
108 Ninth St., Winona Lake, Ind. 

Please send free examination copy of CHURCH 
SERVICE HYMNS. 


Name of church and song book used now 





We will be needing new books about 
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Presbytery Of Potomac 


The Presbytery of Potomac will meet in Trinity 
Presbyterian Church, Arlington, Va., at 9:30 A. M., 


FOLLOW 
September 21, 1948. 


| iz. YOUR 
—Thomas W. Hooper, Stated Clerk. fins e 


€'|, BOYS 


ae Zo +, 
SYNOD OF VIRGINIA +37 Wy INTO 


The Synod of Virginia will meet at 2:00 P. M., > a | 
September 7, 1948, at Mary Baldwin College, : 
Staunton Va. 

—Thomas W. Hooper, Stated Clerk. 


Synod Of Mississippi 


ntreat The Synod of Mississippi will meet on Septem- 
2 fac- ber 7, 1948, at 8:00 P. M., in Belhaven College, 
1Bose, Jackson. Miss. 

“< -R. E. Hough, Stated Clerk. 
1 this 
amar, 


Your circle of friends, your church, your community includes 
young men now in military service. They are without the ex- 


Hospital Opens 
In Korea 


Dr. Paul S. Crane and Miss Margaret Pritchard 
R.N. opened on April ist of this year the first 
one of our former hospital plants in Korea. They 
have not yet been able to complete the repairs 
on the buildings, they are working with only a 
partially replaced equipment and medicines and 
hospital supplies are still short and difficult to 
procure. 


But in spite of these handicaps Dr. Crane is able 


+ aa the following report under date of July 


“The hospital is almost too successful, we 
have to turn so many patients away it is dis- 
tressing since there just aren’t hours in the 
ay or night to care for them all and alone 
there is only so much one can do and do 
reasonably well!—I am trying to set standards 


hilaration, the glamour if you please, that comes to the soldier 
and sailor in time of war. They face all the temptations that 
confronted their brothers a few years ago, and probably some 
additional ones. At the same time there are fewer agencies to 
care for them. Are you caring for them as you did their older 
brothers? Are they in your prayers? Do you regularly send 
packages and letters? 


The Upper Room provides strength for day to day living with 
its Bible verses, stimulating pages and prayers. Thousands of 
service men can testify to its value. The pocket edition is made 
especially for the soldier. Be sure he gets a copy of each issue. 
It can be enclosed in an ordinary envelope. 


Enter a standing order for enough copies to take care of 
your boys—the same edition is valuable for all your young 
people—those away from home especially. Order now, The 
Upper Room Pocket Edition. 


Ten or more copies to ome address .......................--cce----0-- 
Individual yearly subscriptions 


THE UPPER ROOM 


1908 GRAND AVE. NASHVILLE, TENN, 


5e each 
40c each 
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rather tham treat great numbers for I feel 
our real serviee here is in teaching Koreans 
how to do.—We can never solve their medical 
problems with mission or foreign personnel, 
but we can train, and that is what we try to 
do the most. 


“We passed today the 2,100th number of 
different patients seen in the clinic so far 
since April Ist, and this does not count the 
revisits. Every bed in the hospital is full to- 
night, and we turned away today fifty who 
sought admission and most needed it,—so send 
us help, and fast.” 


———) 3 ——— 
Presbytery Of Suwannee 


The Presbytery of Suwannee met at the Grace 
Chapel, Gainesville, Fla. The Rev. Henry L. Reaves 
is the Chapel minister. 


An impressive sermon was brought by the re- 
tiring Moderator, Rev. Hubert Rust. The Rev. 
Harry McDonnell was elected Moderator, with 
the Rev. J. Ralph Neale as Vice-Moderator. The 
Rev. James L. Goodwin was ordained to the 
Gospel ministry and will serve as assistant pastor 
f the First Presbyterian Church, Jacksonville. 


The Presbytery is delighted that for the first 
time in a decade all its churches are filled with 
regular pastors. This is due largely to the splendid 
work of the Rev. Joseph Conyers, Executive Sec- 
retary. 


The Presbytery rejoiced in the fact that Grace 
Chapel presented a petition to become an organ- 
ized church in October of this year. 


The Rev. Otto Lantz is to be installed as the new 
pastor of the Norwood Church. 


Presbytery adjourned to meet in the Perry 
Presbyterian Church the third Thursday in Oc- 
tober. 


Stephen T. Harvin, Stated Clerk. 


The Summer Meeting Of 
Bethel Presbytery 


Bethel Presbytery met at Piedmont Springs 
Conference Grounds on July 20, 1948, with 20 
ministers and 33 elders present. Rev. W. J. Honey- 
cutt was elected Moderator. Candidate Cheves K. 
Ligon was received from Piedmont Presbytery 
and ordained to the gospel ministry. He is to be 
installed Associate Pastor of Oakland Avenue 
Church, Rock Hill, S. C., on Sept. 19th. Rev. Til- 
den Scherer was re-elected pastor of Bethel and 
Allison Creek Churches for one year. Rev. J. C. 
Solomon was given a letter to the Presbytery of 
Western Texas. Many improvements have recent- 
ly been made by Bethel and Enoree Presbyteries 
at Piedmont Springs. 


The Presbytery accepted its quota for Home 
Missions and added a like quota for the expansion 
program in the Presbytery. 


Presbytery erected a Program of Progress Com- 
mitte with Rev. S. P. Bowles as chairman. Rev. 
C. N. Morrison was elected Assistant Stated Clerk. 
Rev. H. D. Brown was nominated for moderator 
of the next meeting. 

W. P. Nickell, Stated Clerk. 


Study The Gospels 
With H. A. [IRONSIDE 


Just out—Addresses on Matthew, com- 
pleting a series on the four Gospels by 
this world-famous Bible teacher and 
preacher, pastor of Moody Church for 
18 years, author of over 60 books on 
the Scriptures. \ 
Addresses on the Four Gospels, all in fine cloth bindings: 

MATIBEW ...........:.. 2 Just published, 418 pages, $3.59 
MARK : Pub. Spring °48, 252 pages, $3.99 
LUKE . = w-s-+++---- Two vols., 723 pages, per set $6.09 

sicididnnistbahesindsicsucaaaaipasmenasitbiaes Two vols., 892 pages, per set $6.0) 


Ask for complete list by Dr. Ironside — Order today! 


LOIZEAUX BROTHERS 


Dept. SP-1, 19 West Twenty-First Street, New York 10, N, 3 











"Stories of Hymns! 
praeres Ye Love” 


“| . STORIES By Cecilia Margaret Rudin, M. A. 
| 1) hdl. hea WHAT is America’s most popu- 


3 lar radio hymn? 
.WE LOVE WHICH of blind Fanny Crosby's 
H “Ane > 
he 4 
we NN 










8000 hymns is best known? 

WHO was this writer: “His Pen 
was tipped with flame”? 

Cecilie 

Margarety & Ty 

Rudin © ( if if 

4 | 


' Soldiers” first sung? 


am Gives the inspizing story behind 400 
Lt years of hymnody. Authentic. .. vividly 
1 SALA written. A joytoown—andtogive! Beav- 

ai tifal printing and binding. Price $1.25. 


WHERE was ‘“‘Onward Christian 


“~ 


Order from your church supply house or write direct 


INC. 
JOHN RUIN Suoboretute” 


4 «Pulpit and Choir: 
Headquarters for 
RELIGIOUS SUPPLIES 


Church Furniture - Stoles 















H <= Embroideries - Vestments 
(=) Hangings - Communion 
v Sets - Altar Brass Goods 
3 


Ai 
CATALOG ON REQUEST \4 








iS 2 4 
{ | CHURCH GOODS oe 
a ina SUPPLY COMPANY AA 


821-23 ARCH STREET, PHILADELPHIA 7, PA 








How To Get The Most Out Of 
Your Bible Reading 


1. Read slowly and reverently. 


2. Read with the idea of finding a helpful message 
for the day. 


8. Do not be discouraged if passages are ob 
scured—many will be. 

4. Underline passages that impress you as Yel 
read. 

5. Pick out one short verse for the day’s medi 
tation. 

6. Keep inviolate the period set aside for daily 
reading—in the morning preferably. 
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RALLY DAY 


Its Significance Becomes Churchwide 


Through our Program of Progress, all the objectives 
of Rally Day, including increased attendance and 
larger offerings, now extend Church-wide. Rally Day 
grows up! Let it be the day for “rallying” in your 
Sunday School AND Church on September 26! 
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“GROWS UP”- 
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A BETTER TOMORROW 











$250,000 For More Room 


for expansion of facilities, for a bigger, better 
and more far-reaching program of Religious Ed- 
ucation. 


$125,000 For Visual Aids 


for more books, new manuscripts and continued 
quality publishing through John Knox Press. 


$125,000 For John Knox Press 


for a new day in teaching and training through 
the tested and proven method of modern visual 
education. 








= $500,000 Through Program 
Of Progress 





Your larger gifts and contributions on Rally 
Day help meet the urgent need for expansion 
of our program of Religious Education. 





Religious Education & Publication 


EXECUTIVE COMMITTEE OF 


Edward D. Grant . Executive Secretary 
Richmond (9) Virginia 








American Tract Society 


The American Tract Society announces the 
publication, in time for the beginning of the fall 
academic semester, of more than 700,000 copies 
of its “Thinker” booklets for college students. The 
first printing of these booklets was exhausted al- 
most immediately upon their appearance, so great 
was the demand for this material. 


This material is being distributed entirely free 
of charge by the American Tract Society. which 
is depending upon voluntary contributions to de- 
fray the cost of the project. 


The “Thinker” booklets, which range in size 
from 8 to 32 pages, have been hailed by the re- 
ligious press as the most important recent inno- 
vation in tract publishing. These “tracts” are de- 
signed to present the case for historic Christianity 
to the intellectual person. In physical appearance 
they do not resemble tracts, and they are care- 
fully annotated with references taken from recog- 
nized authorities in the realms of science, philosophy 
and literature. There are seven titles in the series. 
An eighth, on atheistic communism, is in prepara- 
tion. 


Through the cooperation of other Chritsian or- 
Zanizations, the Tract Society expects to reach 
4 maximum number of individual students, in all 
parts of this country and in many foreign lands, 
With these booklets. 


The address of the society is: 


a i 21 West Forty- 
Sixth Street, New York 19, N. Y. 


Wings For The Soul 


In all thy ways acknowledge him, and he shall 
direct thy paths. Proverbs 3:6. 


Have not I commanded thee? Be strong and of 
good courage; be not afraid, neither be thou dis- 
mayed: for the Lord thy God is with thee whither- 
soever thou goest. Joshua 1:9. 


I being in the way, the Lord led me. Genesis 
24:27. 


God is light! His way is perfect, 
Seeing not with human sight, 
Choosing not with human wisdom, 

He is doing only right; 
Oh, remember, in thy blindness, 
God Himself is always Light. 


—From Food For The Body, 
For The Soul. 


What Is Christianity? 


“Christianity is that ethical religion that had its 
origin and that has its continuance in Jesus Christ 
conceived as a God-man; more particularly it is 
that redemptive religion that offers salvation from 
the guilt and corruption of sin through the atoning 
death of Jesus Christ and the regenerating and 
sanctifying influence of the Holy Spirit.” 

—Samuel G. Craig. 
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(Appointed by the General Assembly) Season 


SUNDAY, SEPTEMBER 19 through SUNDAY, NOVEMBER 7 
SPIRITUAL GOALS of the PROGRAM OF PROGRESS 


Every church is urged to plan for an every-member-visitation and church loyalty campaign aimed 
at reviving the interest of indifferent members and making a significant increase in church and 
Sunday School attendance. (Write the Committee on Evangelism for Church Loyalty Covenant Cards.) 


The services of the Church provide the channel through which Christ inspires and enlarges our “f 
Christian life and service. a 
Church attendance is the key to a church’s influence and power. Each member's presence is his Vv 
primary contribution. ps 
SIGNIFICANT DATES OF GREAT VALUE 
September 19th °A oe of covenant — (Jer. 17:19-27) 
° One of the Ten Com ments. 
SABBATH OBSERVANCE DAY ........ Haakedatieaia 
Write Preshyterian Committee of Publication, Richmond, for 


material. 


© The whole Church studying its faith. 
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¢ Rekindling enthusiasm for the Sunday School. 
erred oe ¢ Rally Day Goal: 100% attendance. 
wre me re ee en eee ree ce esseneeeee * Continuing Goal: 10% annual increase in Sunday 


School attendance, till attendance average is 80% 
of enrollment. 
* “The people had a mind to work.” (Neh. 4:6) 


September 26th - October 2nd * Study the work of the Sunday School. 
RELIGIOUS EDUCATION WEEK ...... * Re-examine its effectiveness. 
* Consider its relatton to the total work of the church. 
* Tie the family into the Sunday School. 


( © Precede this with a preparatory service. 
© “I believe'in the Holy Catholic Church.” 
October 3rd * “All One Body H’e.” 
WORLD WIDE COMMUNION SUNDAY ---4 * The World Council of Churches, the fruition of our 
evangelistic work throughout the earth. 
* Reactivate inactive members. 


(Secure leaflet, “Inactive Church Members,” from Committec 
es on Evangelism.) 





* Read “On Our Own Doorstep,” by Mead. 

October 4th - November 7th * Write Home Mission Eowalive te supplementary 
HOME MISSION STUDY SEASON .... materials. 

* Organize classes and schools of missions. 

* Develop a better personal knowledge of our Home 
Missions. 


October 10th - 17th C 
* Church papers make informed homes. 
CHURCH PAPER WEEK ............... * Informed church members build the church. 
* Subscribe to a church paper. 
October 24th © The faith we believe and teach. 


REFORMATION DAY * Shall “Roman” Catholicism win America? 
* Maintain the values of the Reformation. 


* Keep alive the spirit of the great reformers. 
















October 31st - November 7th 
WEEK OF PRAYER AND SELF-DENIAL FOR HOME MISSIONS 


PRESBYTERIAN PROGRAM OF PROGRESS 
803 HENRY GRADY BUILDING 
ATLANTA 3, GEORGIA 














